


strategically aimed at shaping the agricultural 
sector to provide more opportunities for 
economic growth within the rice value chain 
where farmers can participate. 

The upland rice project in South Africa 
targets and participates with a wide range 
of stakeholders, including the Department 
of Science and Innovation (DSI), the 
Technology Innovation Agency (TIA), the 
Department of Agriculture, the National 
Agricultural Marketing Council (NAMC), 
Land Bank, Farmers, Farmer Associations, 
Universities, seed companies, mechanisation 
companies,, and current rice value chain 
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industry stakeholders such as importers 
and regulators, as well as international rice 
organizations. 

The positive impacts of this collaborative 
effort over the years are evident. The rice 
production has been proven feasible in South 
Africa, prospective adaptable rice accessions 
for production and development have been 
identified, and there are endless opportunities 
to address gaps within the rice value chain. 

A wide range of rice accessions acquired 
from an international rice organisation were 
evaluated across multiple grain production 
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