
 

Phinda button spider (English) 

THERIDIIDAE (Latrodectus umbukwane) 

 

DESCRIPTION  

Size: total length: female 10-11 mm; male 4-5 mm.  

Colour: In the female the colour of the abdomen is black with a distinct red 
marking on the ventral side and a red stripe on the dorsal (Figs 1 & 2); Cara-
pace: longer than wide; eyes: 8 arranged in 2 evenly spaced rows; abdomen: 
globular in shape and the legs are moderately long and slender with the 
third pair the shortest, with no or few spines. There is sexual dimorphism in 
size with the male that is much smaller and has yellow-white ventral mark-
ings having a yellow-white ventral marking anterior to the spinnerets and a 
yellow-white transverse ventral marking near the book lungs (Fig. 3). 

 

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION  

This species known only from two localities in South Africa, namely Phina 
Nature Reserve and Thembe Elephant Park (Fig. 4) The species seems to be 
associated with  sand forest habitats that occurs in northern Zululand, Kwa-
Zulu-Natal, South Africa.  

BEHAVIOUR  

This species produces large  smooth egg sacs, approximately 27 mm long 
and 17 mm wide, that are bright purple when first laid. They change colour a 
to shiny grey over time. The shape of the egg sac is round when it is infertile, 
and tear drop shaped once fertilized. These spiders and their webs are usu-
ally not more than 50cm above the ground and have a silk retreat in a tree 
hollow.   

MEDICAL IMPORTANCE  

This species belong to the genus Latrodectus,  a genus popular for the neu-
rotoxic venom that causes Latrodectism. However, the venom of this species 
has not been tested so far. Even so it is advisable to see a doctor when 
bitten by one. 
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PHINDA BUTTON SPIDERS 

The species epithet is derived form the isiZulu word “umbukwane”, meaning something eye-catching or spectacular 
and one cannot simply walk past it due to its profound beauty. This is in reference to the impressive size and remarka-

ble coloration of this species.  
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