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AFRIKA KOMMANDOWURM

Die Afrika kommandowurm,
Spodoptera exempta (Lepidop-
tera: Noctuidae)

Die Afrika kommandowurm is wyd ver-
spreid in Afrika suid van die Sahara en
is 'n emstige ploag in lande noord van
Suid-Afrika. Kenmerkend van komman-
dowurm is die onverwagse plaaguit

brake wat voorkom en lei tot die naam
"mystery worm”. Groot areas van wei-
ding, grasperke en gras gewasse (bv.
mielies en sorghum) word selde aan-
geval deur groot kolonies van larwes.
Klein vitbrake kom gereeld voor veral
in hoéreénval areas van Mpumalanga
en KwaZulu-Natal maar groot vitbrake
soos vanjaar kom slegs elke 6-10 jaar
voor. Die ergste uitbrake in Suid-Afrika
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Kommandowurmmigrasie/Armyworm migration
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kom voor in seisoene waar laat somer
reén geval het na droogte-toestande.

Die mot is bruin van kleur met wit ag-
tervlerke en kenmerkende donkerder
patrone aan die voorvlerke. Motte kan
migreer oor duisende kilometers veral
tydens die jare wat daar plaag uitbrake
is. Die groot migrasie motvlugte begin
vioeg aand en motte kan ‘n hoogte

van tussen 300-1000m bo grond-
vlak bereik. Motte beweeg windaf op
lugstrome  gewoonlik vanaf  warmer,
noordelike buurstate soos Zambié&, Zim-
babwe of Mozambiek na Suid-Afrika.
Motte & eiers in groepies van 100-
400 en 'n enkele wyfie kan tot sowat
1000 eiers

3-6 dae afhangend van temperatuur en

l&. Eiers broei uit binne

‘n Tipiese kommandowurm/A Tipical armyworm
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humiditeit. larwes groei fot ‘n lengte
van sowat 25 mm, kom swart voor met
groen/geel strepe oor die lengte van
die Iyf en het 'n kenmerkende Vvormige
merk op die kopkapsule. Uitgegroeide
larwes word papies in die grond.

Vir doelireffende beheer moet die lar
wes vroeglydig waargeneem word.
Indien larwes eers waargeneem word

as hulle al amper uitgegroei s, is dit

gewoonlik te laat om chemies te beheer
aangesien skade al kloar aangerig is
en daar nie noodwendig ‘n tweede
generasie sal wees nie. Waar larwes
nog beweeg van een land na ‘n an-
der kan ‘n voor geploeg word waarin
larwes vasgevang word  en waar hulle
dan foegeploeg kan word of chemies
beheer kan word.

Kommandowurms wat vreet aan gras/Armyworms feeding on grass
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AFRICAN ARMYWORM

The African Armyworm, Spo-
doptera exempta (Lepidop-
tera: Noctuidae)

The African Armyworm is widely distri-
buted in Africa south of the Sahara, and
is a serious pest in countries north of
South Africa. A characteristic feature of
armyworm outbreaks is their unexpect
ed sudden appearance, and this has
led to the common name of "mystery
worm”. Offen, large areas of lawn,
pasture or grass crops (like maize and
sorghum) are seen fo be covered in
dense colonies of larvae, virtually over
night. Small outbreaks occur frequently
in the highrainfall areas of Mpuma-
langa and KwaZulu-Natal, but a large
outbreak such as the one this year oc-
curs only once in every 6-10 years. The
worst outbreaks in South Africa occur in
seasons where there are “late summer
rains” affer drought conditions.

Moths have brown forewings and whi-
fish hind wings with recognized dark
brown patterns on the forewings. Moths
are capable of migrating thousands of
kilometers especially during outbreak
years. The main migration flights of the
moths start in early night time, and moths
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ascend fo a height of anything between
300-1000m above ground
Moths move downwind on prevailing

level.

air currents. In most parts of South Africa
the infestations are usually due to moths
migrating from warmer, more northerly
areas, offen from Zambia, Zimbabwe
or Mozambique fo South Africa. The
eggs are laid in groups of 100-400. A
single female lays several egg masses
and up to 1000 eggs. The eggs hatch
within 3-6 days depending on tempera-
ture and humidity. larvae can grow to
about 25mm long, are blackish with
green/yellow lines running along the
length of the body and have a cho-
racteristic V-shape mark on the front of
the head capsule. Fully grown larvae
pupate in the soil.

For effective control measures larvae
need fo be detected early. If larvae are
discovered when fully grown, the use
of insecticide control is often not recom-
mended as most of the damage to crops
will already have been done, and the
likelihood that a second generation will
emerge is very small. Where larvae
move from one field to another a fur-
row can be ploughed to create a pitfall
where larvae can trapped, ploughed
under or controlled with insecticides.
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