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SPINMYTE IN MIELIES
SPIDER MITES IN MAIZE

in boere besef dat spin-

myte algemeen in die laat

seisoen in rypwordende mie-

lies voorkom. Omdat die
plante se blare op hierdie stadium besig
is om van onder af te verbruin, word
die teenwoordigheid van die spinmyte
nie agtergekom nie en omdat daar nie
oesverliese ter sprake is nie, word dit
geignoreer. Dit gebeur egter dikwels dat
myte op 'n vroeér stadium problematies
word. Dit gebeur waneer piretroide teen
laat besmettings van stamruspers toege-
dien word, veral as dit onder spilpuntbe-
sproeiing is waar die totale oppervlakte
behandel word en nie net op die ry toe-
gedien word nie. Piretroide beheer nie die
myte nie, maar vernietig hulle natuurlike
vyande en omdat die myte vinnig aanteel,
lei dit dan tot bevolkingsontploffings.
As daar egter droogtetoestande is, is
myte geneig om te floreer en probleme
is dikwels tot 'n mate aan skraps reénval
te wyte.

Die myte suig plantsap en in die proses
word die epidermisselle van die blaar so-
danig beskadig dat die plant uitermatig
vog verloor. Die effek is dus soortgelyk
aan dié van droogtetoestande en as 'n
bepaalde omgewing droogte ondervind,
kan ernstige verliese binne een week
aangerig word. Vanselfsprekend is die
plant besonder vatbaar tydens die periode
wanneer die pitte gevul word.

‘n Drumpelwaarde vir chemiese beheer

ew farmers realise that spider

mites occur regularly in maize in

the period after grain filling. Since

the older leaves are colouring
at these late plant growth stages, the
presence of mites are not noticed and due
to the absence of any significant effect on
yield, infestations are ignored. However,
mites may become problematic at earlier
stages of plant development, often when
pyrethroid insecticides are applied for
stem borer control at tasseling, particularly
under centre pivot irrigation where the
total area is treated instead of on-the-row
application only. Pyrethroids negatively
affect the natural enemies of mites but
do not control the mites themselves. Due
to the fast reproduction rate of mites,
populations may then increase rapidly,
resulting in economically important levels
occurring within a short period of time.
The problem may be more pronounced
under drought conditions, which tend to
favour mite infestations.

Mites are sap feeders, causing damage
to the epidermal cells of the leaves with
a consequent excessive loss of moisture.
The effect is therefore similar to that
of drought, and if drought conditions
prevail, severe yield losses can result within
one week. Maize plants are particularly
vulnerable during grain fill.

There is no known economic threshold

value for chemical control. If the kernels
are in the dent stage or expected to dent
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Spinmyt / Spider mite

bestaan ongelukkig nie. As die pitte
egter begin induik of naby daaraan is,
is dit waarskynlik nie die koste werd
om te beheer nie. Op vroeére stadiums
is beheermaatreéls noodsaaklik. Amitraz,
bifenthrin en propargiet is geregistreer vir
mytbeheer in mielies.

within a short period of time, chemical
control is possibly not economically viable.
At earlier growth stages control measures
are essential. Amitraz, bifenthrin and pro-
pargite are registered for mite control in
maize.
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