
 

SESSION TITLE: FIELDS OF INNOVATION: 4IR OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
AGRICULTURE IN AFRICA 
Organised by the Agricultural Research Council (ARC) of South Africa  
Convener: Dr Michael van der Laan  
Date of session: 25 September 2024, 07h00 ET (1 pm SA time)  
Mode: Virtual 

PROGRAMME (ET)  

• 07h00 -07h05 – Welcome and opening remarks (Dr Michael van der Laan, 
Agricultural Research Council, South Africa) 
 

• 07h05 – 07h20: Opportunities for Data Intensive Farm Management in Africa  
(Prof David Bullock, University of Illinois, USA) 
 
 

• 07h20 – 07h35: Application of IKS in cosmeceutical product development in a 
climate changing world – Prof Namrita Lall, University of Pretoria, South Africa 
  

• 07h25 – 07h35: Scaling up technology roll-out: Chameleon soil water sensors  
(Dr Richard Stirzaker, CSIRO, Australia) 
 
 

• 07h35 – 07h50: Enhancing national agriproduct supply chains: Lessons from 
Kenya, Ethiopia and Tanzania (Mrs Marion Delport, Bureau for Food and 
Agricultural Production, South Africa) 
 

• 07h50 – 08h05: Technopreneurs and digital technology adoption in agriculture 
value chains (AVCs) (Prof Osden Jokonya, University of the Western Cape, South 
Africa) 
 
 

• 08h05 – 08h20: Encouraging the adoption of Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) 
tools at government level (Mr Ramakgwale (Klaas) Mampholo, Department of 
Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development) 
 

• 08h20 – 08h40: Discussion (All) 
 
 

• 08h40 – 08h45: Summary and closing remarks (Dr Michael van der Laan) 



 

Convenor,  
Dr Michael van der Laan 

 

 

Prof David Bullock 
 

Dr Richard Stirzaker Mrs Marion Delport 

Prof Osden Jokonya   
Mr Ramakgwale (Klaas) 

Mampholo 
 

 

 


