
 
 

TITLE OF SESSION: RESILIENT AND SUSTAINABLE RUMINANT PRODUCTION IN 

A CHANGING CLIMATE 

Organised by the Agricultural Research Council (ARC) of South Africa 

Convener: Prof Mahlako Makgahlela 

Date of session: 17 September 2024 at 13:00 pm SA time 

Session duration: 2h15 hours 

Mode: Virtual 

 

PROGRAMME 

TIME  
(SA Time) 

ACTIVITY / SUBJECT PRESENTER /AFFILIATION 

13:00-13:05 
5 min 

Welcome and Introduction Prof Mahlako Makgahlela, 
Research Team Manager: Agricultural 
Research Council (ARC) 
South Africa. 

13:05-13:15 
10 min 

Opening remarks Mr Joel Mamabolo, 
Director: Animal Science and Registrar 
Animal Production, Department of 
Agriculture 
South Africa.    

PRESENTATIONS 
13:15-13:30 
15 min 

Building resilient rangelands in 
dynamic and complex 
environments in a changing 
climate. 

Prof Igshaan Samuels, 
Specialist Researcher: Agricultural Research 
Council (ARC) 
 South Africa 

13:30-13:45 
15 min 

Sustainability and greenhouse 
gas emissions of low-input 
livestock systems. 

Dr Anne Mottet 
Lead Global Technical Specialist,  IFAD  
Italy 

13:45-14:00 
15 min 

Robustness of indigenous 
animals to climate variability 

Prof Michiel Scholtz 
Specialist Researcher: Agricultural Research 
Council (ARC) 
South Africa 

14:00-14:15 
15 min 

Resilience and livestock 
production systems: long-term 
dynamics 

Dr Benoit Dedieu 
 Director of Research: French National 
Institute for Agricultural Research (INRAE) 
France 

14:15-14:30 
15 min 

Enhancing partnerships in sub-
regions for the reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions from 
ruminants 

Prof Mizeck Chagunda  
Director: Centre for Tropical Livestock 
Genetics and Health 
Scotland 



14:30-15:10 
40 min 

Panel discussion Dr Julius Tjelele 
Research Team Manager: Agricultural 
Research Council (ARC) 
South Africa 

15:10-15:15 
5 min 

Closure Prof Azwihangwisi Maiwashe 
General Manager: Agricultural Research 
Council (ARC) 
South Africa. 
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