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WORLD RABIES DAY 2026: STRONGER TOGETHER

Pretoria: As we approach World Rabies Day on 28 September 2026, South African and global
stakeholders are uniting behind this year’s theme, “Stronger Together,” which highlights a simple
truth: rabies elimination is only possible when we work together. From communities and pet owners
to veterinary and para-veterinary professionals, healthcare workers, policymakers and international
partners, every sector has a role to play in preventing rabies and protecting people and animals.

South African stakeholders have again come together through the National Rabies Advisory Group
to raise awareness of rabies and its impact on animal and public health through multiple platforms.

Rabies remains one of the world’s deadliest yet most preventable diseases. It is 99.9% fatal once
clinical signs appear, but can be prevented through vaccination and timely, appropriate treatment
following exposure.

Rabies is transmitted to people through the bite, scratch or lick of an infected animal. Anyone bitten,
scratched or licked by an animal suspected of having rabies (one showing odd behaviour or
neurological symptoms) should wash the wound thoroughly with soap and running water for at least
ten minutes and seek medical attention immediately. Post exposure treatment involves a series of
rabies vaccinations, along with rabies immunoglobulin injected into the wound if the skin has been
broken.

Annual rabies vaccination of dogs and cats helps protect both families and communities. Rabies
vaccines registered for use in South Africa are safe and should be administered by a registered
veterinary professional.

By law, all dogs and cats must be vaccinated against rabies. The first vaccination is given at 12
weeks of age, followed by a booster one month later. Thereafter, a booster is legally required every
three years. However, annual vaccination is strongly recommended in high-risk areas.

Any mammal can be infected with rabies, including pets, wildlife, livestock and humans. Wildlife
species that can carry rabies include jackals, foxes, mongooses, aardwolves and Cape fur seals,
among others. Because dogs and cats are often moved between provinces by travellers, workers



or holidaymakers, unvaccinated animals incubating the disease can potentially introduce and
spread rabies to new areas.

For more information or to have your pets vaccinated, contact your local state or private
veterinarian, animal health technician or animal welfare organisation.

State veterinary office contact details are available here:

Provincial Veterinary Services Contacts

A list of registered veterinary facilities is available here:

SAVC Facility Register — July 2026

Vaccinate your dogs and cats, support rabies vaccination campaigns, share accurate information,
educate others and help strengthen protection in your community.

#WorldRabiesDay #\WWRD2026 #StrongerTogether
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About the Agricultural Research Council

The Agricultural Research Council is a premier science institution that conducts research with
partners, develops human capital, and fosters innovation in support of the agricultural sector. The
ARC provides diagnostic, laboratory, analytical, and agricultural engineering services, post-harvest
technology development, agrochemical evaluation, consultation, and advisory services, food
processing technology services, as well as various surveys and training interventions. For more
information, visit the ARC website at: www.arc.agric.za
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