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THE AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH COUNCIL JOINS THE FIGHT AGAINST
GENDER BASED VIOLENCE AND FEMICIDE

Pretoria: The Agricultural Research Council joins the hands with South Africans
against the gender-based violence and femicide. The ARC is an inclusive organisation
that encourages freedom of association and everyone to work together to achieve
sustainable agricultural solution. From the 25 November- 10 December 2025, the ARC
will stand in solidarity with the rest of the country to support 16 Day of Activism. The
16 Days of Activism serves as a collective response to the call for GBVF to be declared
a National Disaster, a recognition that South Africa is facing an emergency that can
no longer be normalised or tolerated.

The ARC calls on the harsh and stringent measures against gender-based violence
perpetrators. In a world where a woman’s cry is still dismissed, ignored, or used as a
form of power by those who harm her, the ARC stands firm in solidarity with survivors.

As an organisation, we are not untouched. Among us are women and men who have
been victims, who have lost loved ones, or who continue to support family members
living with the trauma of violence. These are our colleagues, our friends, our sisters,
our mothers, fathers and brothers. Their pain is our pain, and their fight is our fight.

Statistics continue to show the heartbreaking truth: South Africa remains one of the
country’s most deeply affected by widespread, deadly, and persistent gender-based
violence. Behind each number is a life, a story, a future stolen.

The ARC stands with survivors. We honour those we have lost. We acknowledge
those who continue to fight for justice. And we commit ourselves to using our voice,
our platform, and our presence to demand urgent, meaningful change.

The ARC management encourage employee to report any form of GBV whenever it
shows its ugly head. The ARC employees can reach out to the Employee Assistance



Programme, LYRA for confidential counselling: Call 0800 597 272 (0800 LYRA SA)
available 24/7/365
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Notes to the Editors

About the Agricultural Research Council

The Agricultural Research Council is a premier science institution that conducts research with
partners, develops human capital and fosters innovation in support of the agricultural sector.
The ARC provides diagnostic, laboratory, analytical, agricultural engineering services, post-
harvest technology development, agrochemical evaluation, consultation and advisory
services, food processing technology services as well as various surveys and training
interventions. For more information visit the ARC website at: www.arc.agric.za.
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