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EVICTION OF ILLEGAL OCCUPANTS OF THE AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH 
COUNCIL PROPERTY IN UMTHIZA, EAST LONDON 

 
Pretoria: The Agricultural Research Council (ARC) continues to be deeply concerned 
about the illegal occupation of government properties, including the invasion and illegal 
deforestation of protected natural forests in its Umthiza Research Farm in East London.      

In May 2024, the ARC launched an eviction application against Illegal Land Grabbers and 
would be Unlawful Occupiers of the Farm 1345 East London Rd, East London (Umthiza). 
An additional application for Portions: 853, 857 and 871 of the same farm where the illegal 
occupation continued to spread, was lodged. A final court order in the ARC’s favour was 
subsequently issued by the Eastern Cape Division (East London) on 28 November 2024, 
declaring the occupation and land grabbing to be unlawful. The illegal occupants were 
subsequently granted until 26 February 2025 to vacate the farm. However, instead of 
adhering to the court order which was served and appended on each illegally constructed 
structure, the illegal occupants continued to illegally occupy the property and some started 
turning the temporary structures into permanent houses. 

The ARC wishes to confirm that following persistent unlawful occupation of the farm which 
is designated for agricultural research and development, the Sheriff, East London and the 
South African Police Services are currently carrying out the eviction process.  This week’s 
eviction process follows previous attempts that were interrupted by the illegal occupants, 
who would approach the Court to launch frivolous applications in order to stall the 
proceedings.  

 

 



Though the ARC appreciates that the law is taking its course, it is greatly concerning that 
despite public warnings that the ARC issued in its 24 June 2024 Media Statement and 
through several interviews on community around East London and national radios, illegal 
occupation continued. Community members continued to risk their hard-earned funds on 
illegally purchasing stands and erecting permanent structures. 

 

It is encouraged that affected communities should oust these corrupt persons by reporting 
them to the South African Police Service. Members of the public are warned to resist the 
temptation to illegally occupy or invade land as this will only result in them losing their hard-
earned money and investments during evictions.  
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Notes to the Editors 
 
About the Agricultural Research Council 
The Agricultural Research Council is a premier science institution that conducts research 
with partners, develops human capital, and fosters innovation in support of the agricultural 
sector. The ARC provides diagnostic, laboratory, analytical, and agricultural engineering 
services; post-harvest technology development; agrochemical evaluation; consultation and 
advisory services; food processing technology services; and various surveys and training 
interventions. For more information, visit the ARC website at www.arc.agric.za.  
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