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Date: 02 October 2026  

 

Attention: News Editors / Agricultural writers 

 

ARC update following Minister Aucamp’s announcement on FMD vaccine production 
 
Pretoria: Since the Minister’s announcement on 21 September 2026, the ARC has received 
an increasing number of media enquiries on FMD-related matters, including questions arising 
from the Minister's statement. The ARC has responded to a number of these enquiries.  
 
Following the Minister’s announcement, the ARC has commenced with the required due 
diligence, including the technical and administrative work necessary to define the process and 
its associated requirements. Once this work has progressed sufficiently, the relevant process 
details will be submitted to the Minister for review. 

As a public entity, the ARC is required to comply with applicable public procurement processes 
to ensure fairness, transparency and compliance with all relevant legislative and regulatory 
requirements. This is particularly important in this instance, given that the intellectual property 
concerned emanated from publicly funded research. 

In addition, given the highly infectious nature of Foot-and-Mouth Disease viruses, compliance 
with applicable international biosafety standards will be a key consideration. The necessary 
due diligence and consultations with the relevant authorities must therefore be undertaken 
before the process can proceed. 

The ARC appreciates the public and media interest in this matter. At this stage, it is important 
that the ARC’s technical and administrative teams are afforded the necessary time to focus 
on and complete this work thoroughly and responsibly, while ensuring that all applicable 
regulatory, procurement and biosafety requirements are appropriately addressed. 

The ARC recognises the importance of a reliable and sustainable vaccine supply in protecting 
South Africa’s livestock industry and remains committed to supporting the Department of 
Agriculture and relevant stakeholders in strengthening national animal-health and biosecurity 
capabilities. 
 
The President and CEO of the ARC, Dr Litha Maginxa, said, “The ARC’s FMD vaccine 
represents many years of investment in scientific research, innovation and vaccine 
development. Expanding manufacturing capacity will take time to implement, but the need to 
protect South Africa’s livestock industry requires urgency. We remain focused on ensuring 



that every step is scientifically sound, properly governed and focused on safeguarding the 
country's livestock, food security and agricultural economy,” he concluded. 

The ARC appreciates the media and stakeholders’ understanding while this work is being 
undertaken. 

 
Ends 
Issued by: 

ARC Marketing and Communications 

For interview requests, please contact: 

Ms. Mantati Makumbila  

Acting Senior Manager: Marketing and Communications 

E-mail: Makumbilam@arc.agric.za  

Notes to the Editors 

About the Agricultural Research Council 

The Agricultural Research Council is a premier science institution that conducts research with 

partners, develops human capital and fosters innovation in support of the agricultural sector. 

The ARC provides diagnostic, laboratory, analytical, agricultural engineering services, post-

harvest technology development, agrochemical evaluation, consultation and advisory 

services, food processing technology services, as well as various surveys and training 

interventions. For more information, visit the ARC website at: www.arc.agric.za  
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