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ARC URGES FARMERS TO PROTECT LIVESTOCK AS SEVERE WINTER
WEATHER HITS SOUTH AFRICA

Pretoria: The Agricultural Research Council (ARC) is urging farmers and livestock
producers to take proactive steps to protect their animals as severe winter weather
continues to affect parts of South Africa, bringing heavy rain, flooding, snow, extreme cold,
fog and strong winds.

The South African Weather Service (SAWS) has issued severe weather warnings and
advisories for several areas, citing disruptive snow, rain, strong winds and bitterly cold
conditions. The ARC is calling on farmers to stay alert, monitor the latest forecasts and
take appropriate precautions to safeguard their livestock.

Harsh weather places considerable stress on animals and can compromise their welfare,
health and productivity, ultimately affecting farm profitability. Cold, wet and windy
conditions raise animals’ energy requirements and increase their susceptibility to disease.
Prolonged exposure may also lead to reduced growth rates, reproductive losses and, in
severe cases, death.

To limit these risks, the ARC recommends that livestock farmers prepare before adverse
conditions set in. Key measures include:

* Providing adequate shelter or natural protection from wind, rain and snow

* Ensuring animals have access to sufficient feed and clean drinking water

* Moving vulnerable animals to safer areas where necessary

+ Checking animals regularly for signs of cold stress, injury or illness
Farmers should also secure livestock facilities, feed stores and other infrastructure against
wind and flooding, and keep drainage systems and access routes clear where possible.

Young, sick, pregnant and newborn animals require particular attention, as they are
especially vulnerable in extreme conditions.



Keeping a close eye on weather forecasts and agricultural early warning systems gives
farmers time to act before conditions worsen. The ARC encourages producers to work with
local authorities, disaster management structures and relevant agricultural organisations,
and to follow official warnings and safety guidance.

“Farming and livestock production are key pillars of the agricultural sector, and the loss of
livestock is a major blow to farmers and the sector as a whole,” said ARC President and
CEOQ, Dr Litha Magingxa.

“Preparedness is one of the most effective ways producers can reduce the impact of severe
weather on animal welfare and productivity. Acting on early warnings before conditions
deteriorate can significantly improve a farmer’s ability to protect livestock, limit losses and
sustain production.”

The ARC urges farmers to remain alert throughout this period of severe weather and to
prioritise animal welfare through early, decisive action.

For more practical farming tips, follow the ARC on social media.
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Notes to the Editors

About the Agricultural Research Council

The Agricultural Research Council is a premier science institution that conducts research
with partners, develops human capital, and fosters innovation in support of the agricultural
sector. The ARC provides diagnostic, laboratory, analytical, and agricultural engineering
services, post-harvest technology development, agrochemical evaluation, consultation and
advisory services, food processing technology services, as well as various surveys and
training interventions. For more information, visit the ARC website at www.arc.agric.za.
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