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ARC TO SHOWCASE FMD VACCINE INNOVATIONS AT THE 23R°P ANNUAL
SASVEPM CONGRESS

Pretoria: The Agricultural Research Council Onderstepoort Veterinary Research (ARC—
OVR) will participate in the 23rd Annual Congress of the Southern African Society for
Veterinary Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine (SASVEPM), taking place from 19 to 21
August 2026 at Sun City Resort in Rustenburg.

Established in 2000, SASVEPM is the African counterpart of the United Kingdom’s Society
for Veterinary Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine (SVEPM). The society aims to
promote veterinary epidemiology and preventive medicine across the Southern African
region. Its establishment was driven by the recognition that Africa faces unique challenges
and circumstances that require a distinctive, context-specific approach to epidemiology
that can be effectively applied within the region.

Researchers from ARC-OVR have participated in SASVEPM congresses since the
society’s inception. Today, SASVEPM has a multinational membership of more than 500
professionals, including private and state veterinarians, veterinarians working in industry,
academics and researchers. The annual congress therefore provides an important platform
for knowledge sharing, professional engagement and collaboration within the veterinary
sector.

As an exhibitor at this year's congress, ARC—-OVR will showcase its Foot-and-Mouth
Disease (FMD) vaccine and highlight plans to scale up production to 200 litres using single-
use bag technology. The organisation will also showcase the design of its new vaccine
manufacturing facility, which will have a production capacity of 2,000 litres once completed.
ARC-OVR's participation as an exhibitor will raise awareness of its research, capabilities
and offerings, while providing an opportunity to engage directly with industry stakeholders
and demonstrate its contribution to animal health and disease control.



The ARC-OVR delegation will be led by Dr Alison Lubisi, Research Team Manager for
Diagnostic Services Programme at OVR, who will play a prominent role in the congress
programme. On 21 August 2026, Dr Lubisi will deliver the congress’s opening keynote
address on Revolutionising Veterinary Preventive Medicine Through Innovation and
Technology.

Later that day, at 11:00, Dr Lubisi will join a distinguished panel of experts for a discussion
on one of South Africa’s most pressing animal health challenges under the topic Foot-and-
Mouth Disease Control in South Africa: What’'s Working and What Isn't.

The 23 Annual SASVEPM Congress will provide an important platform for multinational
networking, collaboration and knowledge exchange, while strengthening communication
across disciplines, professions and sectors.

As one of the leading veterinary congresses in the country, the event presents ARC-OVR
with an excellent opportunity to promote its research, products and services to a diverse
audience of researchers, veterinarians and paraveterinary professionals from across the
region.

Through its continued participation in SASVEPM, ARC-OVR reaffirms its commitment to

advancing veterinary epidemiology, preventive medicine and animal disease control in

support of South Africa’s agricultural sector and the broader Southern African region.
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Notes to the Editors

About the Agricultural Research Council

The Agricultural Research Council is a premier science institution that conducts research
with partners, develops human capital, and fosters innovation in support of the agricultural
sector. The ARC provides diagnostic, laboratory, analytical, and agricultural engineering
services, post-harvest technology development, agrochemical evaluation, consultation and
advisory services, food processing technology services, as well as various surveys and
training interventions. For more information, visit the ARC website at www.arc.agric.za.
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