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THE AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH COUNCIL REFUTES LIABILITY FOR FOOT
AND MOUTH DISEASE OUTBREAK IN FEEDLOTS

Pretoria — The Agricultural Research Council (ARC) seeks to provide the accurate
version of events and clarify misinformation regarding the recent outbreak of Foot-
and-Mouth Disease (FMD) in Gauteng feedlots.

The ARC strongly condemns and refutes any false claims that it is responsible for the
outbreak, as suggested by a cartoon published in Landbouweekblad online 25 June
2025. The cartoon was factually incorrect and reflected a lack of understanding of the
agricultural landscape, placing undue blame on the ARC.

The ARC is committed to supporting the multi-billion-rand beef and agricultural sector
through scientific research and innovation. While the ARC plays a supportive role in
the sector, it is the responsibility of farmers to vaccinate their animals against FMD.
The Department of Agriculture imports FMD vaccines from Botswana, which are
distributed via Onderstepoort Biological Products for both routine vaccinations and
outbreak responses.

The ARC believes it should have been given a fair opportunity to respond before being
portrayed in a negative light. The cartoon is regarded as yet another attempt to
undermine the work and scientific integrity of the organisation.

The ARC categorically states that it cannot be held responsible for the FMD outbreak,
as itis not involved in the commercial production of FMD vaccines. The ARC reiterates
its commitment to collaboration with all stakeholders to develop effective solutions to
FMD and other animal health challenges



Follow the ARC on social media platforms for more information.
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Notes to the Editors

About the Agricultural Research Council

The Agricultural Research Council is a premier science institution that conducts
research with partners, develops human capital and fosters innovation in support of
the agricultural sector. The ARC provides diagnostic, laboratory, analytical,
agricultural engineering services, post-harvest technology development, agrochemical
evaluation, consultation and advisory services, food processing technology services
as well as various surveys and training interventions. For more information visit the
ARC website at: www.arc.agric.za
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