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ARC AND DFFE ENGAGE STAKEHOLDERS ON MEDICINAL PLANT
VALUE CHAIN IN NORTHERN CAPE

By Fhatuwani Tshikulumela

Officials from the Medicinal Plant and Industrial Crop Division of the Agricultural
Research Council engaged with its stakeholders in the Northern Cape Province on 03

September 2024 at Seokama Agricultural Office in Seodin, Kuruman, Northern Cape.

The engagement involved a collaboration between the ARC-VIMP and the Department
of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) and brought together traditional
healers, indigenous knowledge holders, harvesters, growers and users of medicinal
plants amongst others with a view of highlighting the role that the established Northern
Cape Bioprospecting Research and Development Hub plays in strengthening

medicinal plant value chain in the province.

The fruitful engagement was also intended at recording their research needs as well

as to support the needs of medicinal plants users in their respective industries.

Programmes such as this are supported by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) through Global Environment Facility (GEF) funding on
Biodiversity to promote community-based innovations, capacity development and
empowerment of local communities and civil society organisations with special

consideration for indigenous peoples.

Addressing the stakeholders during the engagement, Professor Stephen Amoo, the
Research Team Manager for the ARC’s Medicinal Plant and Industrial Crop Division
highlighted that South Africa is blessed with a rich plant biodiversity of about 24 000
plants, which is about 10% of all higher plants on earth, many of which are endemic
to the country or region. The country is also blessed with a rich traditional knowledge

on the use of medicinal plants with opportunities for niche product development.
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“‘Many medicinal plant species in South Africa are becoming over-exploited,
threatened or extinct, and cultivation is advocated as a viable intervention to meet
increased demand, for biodiversity conservation and sustainable use with opportunity

for enterprise development, job creation and income generation” Prof Amoo stated.

ARC and DFFE emphasised the need to work closely with the communities as
partners on issues pertaining to the development and utilisation of medicinal plants
within their localities. Traditional healers in the area also expressed keen interest to

partner with the above-mentioned institutions in a mutually-beneficial manner.

Facilitators and attendees of this stakeholder engagement jointly agreed that
medicinal plants provide a wide range of benefits such as health benefits to the people
who consume them as medicines, financial benefits to the people who harvest them,
and society wide benefits such as job opportunities. The Northern Cape
Bioprospecting Hub, based at Die Eiland Experimental farm in Upington, is poised to

strengthen the value chain of medicinal plants especially cancer bush, kanna, and

devil’s claw as priority crops.
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