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Afri Ruby Apple

Overview
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Most apple cultivars been /‘/T( I
produced around the world ]

require quite cold weather
to go into a rest phase in
winter and to come out

of winter in springtime

to produce synchronised
flowering, new

vegetative growth and
eventually bear fruit. If
the winter didn’t \T
produce sufficient cold N1

units, these processes do ' Al

not happen properly. [

However, there are a very =K

limited number of apples with a

genetic composition that can operate

without the normal cold unit requirements. These cultivars can be grown in warmer
climates and even in non-traditional apple production areas.

Afri Ruby is a brand-new cultivar in the ARC’s range of cultivars described as ‘lower
chill apples’. Afri Ruby is a product from the ARC Infruitec-Nietvoorbij’s
conventional breeding program. The fruit of Afri Ruby can be described as large,
conic, red fruit with a flushed, striped and mottled pattern. Flowering usually
occured for 9-22 September, with mature fruit to be harvested in the second week
of the new year. Afri Ruby’s cream fresh flesh can thus be enjoyed very early in the
new apple season.
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