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The pompom r Betcifruinagusiyptaeébri iwas coll ecte ern
Argenagas na biological control G@Ga@memul aaglai mis X

cephallwess.) DC.). Owing to its high spec ce o0
rust fungus was considered to be suitabl el & ~ h Af
rust fungus was discovered on pompom weed 3 i ea,
be the same species. Since then, pompom o ough
most areas invaded by the weed.

DESCRI PTI ON

Within the native range of the weed, pomp 2 Il ec
and Uruguay. The rust fungus pr oduecees |tewdo™ 7 Ny he s
brown wurediniospores awneélltbde, obkeawknteli v o 1 o a
pedicel (i). Both spore types are produ : R > sur f
st ems, appearing aslidckear kpulst awre,s Hlhiagt ebru§ : o bt he
spores, and which can be easily brushed o

LI'FE CYCLE
Wi nddi spersed urediniospores germinate and j and
of the summer rainfall mont hs, and conti . mi na
tures between 15 and 20AC, with 6 to 12 dity.
stems turn yellow (iii), and the rust fu - i si bl
emerge on both the upper and | ower surfal 5 < Heav
pl ants |l ose their |l eaves and dieback e 5t f L
teliospores, reinfecting the pompom plant(

DAMAGE TO PLANTS

The rust fungus induces early senescence d 4 } ! t her
and seed production. As with all rust fun? - - car
ing, host plant and, since it is specificp » only

I MPACT ON POMPOM WEED

The | eaves (both sides) and stems of infected plants are erec
pustul es. Heavily inf e(citehd oprlitaunntast ewiyl,| dteusrpn tyeltlhoew pr es e n ¢

of thi spdmmpagm sweed popul ations -Hhaveget gmaiureed oc arhset ant

plantés perenni al rootstock, which produces annual st ems spri
and dieback in autumn (May). Neverthel ess, augmentati ve bases
fungus early in spring could potentially cause greater back
season, resulting in less rootstock growth and seed on.
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