WHEAT I Irrigation

2018 National Cultivar Evaluation results
Wheat yields on the increase under irrigation conditions
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[& TABLE 2: COOLER CENTRAL IRRIGATION AREA (EARLIER PLANTING). AVERAGE YIELD (T/HA)
OF ENTRIES DURING THE FULL OR PARTIAL PERIOD FROM 2015 - 2018.
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The increase in yield was significant in all the regions, with an aver-
age increase of 18%. This is clearly positive news for the whole wheat
value chain.

Irrigation wheat cultivar evaluation trials for 2018 were carried out in
the Cooler Central irrigation areas, the Warmer Northern irrigation ar-
eas, KwaZulu-Natal and the Highveld. Yields were excellent in all the
regions and no major problems were experienced in any production ar-
eas. The availability of wheat cultivars with high yield potential and ac-
ceptable grading quality is an important contributor to the profitability of
wheat production under irrigation. Results from the National Cultivar

In Tables 2 to 8 the yield results for the 2018 season, as well as two, three
and four year results for each region and planting date are presented.

More detailed information on the performance of irrigation wheat
cultivars, including figures on the one year performance, as well as long
term data for all the production regions and different planting times are
available in the Production Guidelines published by ARC-Small Grain on
an annual basis. These guidelines will be available to producers from
middle March.

For any additional information, producers are welcome to contact

Evaluation Programme under irrigation show that such cultivars are in-
deed available.

Willem Kilian at 058 307 3498 or kilfanw@arc.agric. za.

The results of the 2018 cultivar trials under irrigation were presented to
the National Wheat Cultivar Evaluation Workgroup on 6 February 2019.
The report was accepted and the new recommendations for the 2019 sea-
son were finalised.

The detailed results for the 2018 season, as well as the new recommen-
dations are available on the Agricultural Research Council's website,
www.arc.agric.za.

Results obtained in the 2018 season

Irrigation trials are planted at two different planting times in the irrigation
areas, namely an ‘earlier’ and a ‘later’ planting, with the exact dates
varying between regions. The exception is the KwaZulu-Natal area,
where the planting window is too narrow for two planting dates. This
information is valuable when deciding on a cultivar to be planted in a
specific crop sequence situation where the planting date is determined
by the crops produced before and after the wheat.

[l TABLE 3: COOLER CENTRAL IRRIGATION AREA (LATER PLANTING). AVERAGE YIELD (T/HA)
OF ENTRIES DURING THE FULL OR PARTIAL PERIOD FROM 2015 - 2018.
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